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divided by sacking into one side for you, your wife,
and your lambs to sleep and feed in, and another side
in which to entertain, it is convenient if your friends
know before they arrive that they must squat close
together round the fire and ignore what happens in the
dormitory. If your boy is growing fast and begins to
cause trouble at night, it is expedient to marry him
off to the most suitable girl available, even if she is only
twelve years old; they will mature together. Physical
conditions are bound to influence a people's way of
living. Convention may be described as the set of rules
created in the course of time by a community in order
to adapt itself to its environment. Generally, the more
precarious the environment, the stricter the convention;
the more secure the environment the less strict the con-
vention.

Bedouin live on the edge of starvation. Drought may
destroy whole tribes. And their code for living is rigid.
However, they can be bounded by this code and yet
count themselves "the kings of infinite space." The
Arab may be personally free. But I, the European,
am not in this way personally free. Therefore this code
which does not confine the Arab, does confine me. And
herein lies my mistake. I have confused three things:
the Arabs, the bedouin way of life, and the desert. I
am fond of the Arabs. However, I do not enjoy the
bedouin way of life, because a formal society tires me
whether it sits round drinking tea from a Dresden pot,
cocktails from Lalique glass, or coffee from one tiny
cup. But I love living in the desert; for so far it has
always brought me peace. And I still believe I could
adapt myself to its conditions in my own way.

Having reached this conclusion I felt happier. I
could now afford to examine my physical state. The